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something less than its customary courtesy left the
Chamber. Years later Mr. Chamberlain told some-
one that Winston Churchill was ** the cleverest of
all the young men, and the mistake Arthur made
was letting him go." The Liberals of North-west
Manchester invited him to be their candidate; and
he was soon following John Aforley at a meeting
in the Free Trade Hall with a loud aspiration for
"a Government that will think a little more about
the toiler at the bottom of the mine and a little less
about the fluctuations of the share market in London
* . . a Government and a policy which will think
the condition of a slum in an English city is not
less worthy of attention of statesmen and of Parlia-
ment than the jungle of Somaliland." The lesson of
his fathers life was that a man who did not follow
his opinions into the party which believed in them
was a tragic failure. Winston Churchill's views in
1904 were obviously Liberal; and a fortnight later
he crossed the House to sit beside Lloyd George,
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It was midsummer, 1904; and another chapter of
his life was over. The first had ended when he left
the Army, the second when he crossed the Mouse of
Commons and appeared among the Liberals* His
views had undergone no sudden change, since his
attitude about South Africa was already shared by
his new associates, and Free Trade was a faith in
which all of them had been brought up* But liberals
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